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White Sea Soroka has been replaced by the new port of
Byelomorsk.
Finally, it should be noted that the early portages mentioned
in Chapter I were replaced at a later date by shallow canals.
Within the last ten years these have been widened and
deepened, so that there are now through waterways of com-
mercial importance from Leningrad to both the North Dvina
and the Volga rivers. When the projected canal system has
been completed there will be a further connexion between
the Volga and the Dnieper, so that Leningrad will be in
direct communication by water with the White Sea, the Black
Sea, and the Caspian. In addition to new canals and railways
more than 5000 miles of new motor-roads have been con-
structed in Finno-Karelia during the last twenty years.
The Northern Industrial Region. One of the most recently
developed industrial regions of the Soviet Union is to be found
in the Lake Imandra area of the Kola Peninsula, near to the
Khibin Mountains. These mountains possess rich deposits of
apatite, from which mineral fertilizers are manufactured, and
nepheline, from which aluminium can be produced. In the
hills around Lake Imandra copper,1 nickel, and iron are mined,
while in the east of the Kola Peninsula there are important
deposits of mica.
In the Khibin Mountains an entirely new town, Kirovsk,
has been constructed. Its population of 150,000 is chiefly
engaged in the mining of apatite and nepheline and in the
manufacture of fertilizers. To the south, situated on the Niva
river, near to the point where it enters the White Sea, is the
town of Kandalaksha. Aluminium is produced here, and
there is also a large fish-canning industry.
Shipments of fertilizers and minerals can be made from
Kandalaksha either by rail or by ship through the White
Sea and the Baltic-White Sea Canal to the south, or by rail
to Murmansk.
Murmansk is the largest port of the north. In addition to
being the centre of the fishing-fleet, it possesses large fish-
1 Mines have been opened here recently, to supply the large copper-
nickel Combine at the new town of Monchegorsk (30,000).